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Place/ Date of birth:  Athens, 15/04/1958 
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Institute of Marine Biological Resources & Inland Waters (IMBRIW: 
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CURRENT POSITION & RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Research Director 

• Head of the DIW, IMBRIW, HCMR  

• Coordinator of Research Direction “Integrated River Basin Management”, DIW 

• Coordinator of Samothraki Nature Observatory (http://samothraki-
observatory.hcmr.gr/sample-page/objectives/) 

• Site manager of LTSER Platform - Samothraki Nature Observatory 
(https://deims.org/44ef9f2b-cf2b-42bd-8c05-0688c16be6fd) 

 
 
SCIENTIFIC TOPICS 

• Analysis of anthropogenic pressures and impacts. 

• Monitoring and assessment of the ecological status of aquatic ecosystems. 

• Biogeochemical processes and functional ecosystem approaches. 

• Hydrological sources of stream waters. 

• Integrated research and management of aquatic ecosystems at the river basin scale. 

 

 
EDUCATION 

Postgraduate Studies  

1990, PhD in Biogeochemistry, University of Hamburg, Inst. of Geology & Palaeontology, 
Dept. of Biogeochemistry (grade: excellent). 

PhD Thesis Title: “Biogeochemistry of Major Greek Rivers”, 313 pp. 
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Bachelor Degree  

1982, BSc. in Geology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece (grade: very 
good). 

Diploma Thesis Title: “Distribution of heavy metals in cold springs, hot springs, sea water 
and recent marine sediments in the Maliakos Gulf region”.   

 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

2008-today Researcher A΄ (Research Director), DIW, IMBRIW HCMR 

2008-today Head of Research Direction “Integrated River Basin Management”, DIW, 
IMBRIW HCMR 

2003-2008 Researcher B΄, Institute of Inland Waters, HCMR 

1998-today Head of the Department ‘Environmental Research’, Institute of Inland 
Waters, HCMR 

1998-2003 Researcher C΄, Institute of Inland Waters, HCMR  

1994-1998 Researcher D΄, Institute of Inland Waters, HCMR 

1994 Scientific Collaborator, Civil Engineering Department, National Technical 
University of Athens 

1990-94 Head of the Department “Environmental Research & Technology” 
Intratech Technology Transfer Ltd. 

1987-90 Scientific Collaborator, University of Hamburg, Inst. of Geology & 
Palaeontology, Dept. of Biogeochemistry  

1986-87 Research Assistant, University of Hamburg, Inst. of Geology & 
Palaeontology, Dept. of Biogeochemistry 

 

 
SKILLS 
Dedication to research, positive attitude, emotional intelligence, human resources 
management, group working. 

 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
Languages:  

Greek (mother language), English (speaking: good, writing: very good), German 
(speaking: good, writing: good). 

Other activities:  

• Scuba diving licenses: Advanced Open Water Diver (Nitrox up to EAN40, Stress & 
Rescue, Search & Recovery, Underwater Navigation), 2011; Greek Federation of 
Underwater Activities, 1977. 

• DAN Basic Life Support, 2011. 

• Free diving 2nd level diploma for 20 m depth, 2009. 

• Participation in several self-improving seminars. 

 
 



PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP IN SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATIONS, 
INTERNATIONAL WORKING GROUPS AND NETWORKS  
 

National 

• Greek Geological Society (EGE) 

• Geotechnical Chamber (GEOTEE) 

• Institute of Underwater Archaeology (IENAE) 

• National Committee on Waters, Special Secretariat for Waters, Ministry of 
Environment, Energy & Climate Change. 

• National Committee on the WFD implementation, Special Secretariat for Waters, 
Ministry of Environment, Energy & Climate Change. 

• Steering Committee of LTER-Greece  

• Scientific Council of IMBRIW 

• National Network of Environmental Education “The River” 
 
International 

• International Office for Water (IOWater) 

• European Sediment Network (SedNet) 

• Co-founder of the European Centre for River Restoration (ECRR, Silkeborg, 
Denmark, March 1999). 

• Scientific committee against the fragmentation of one of the last free flowing 
European rivers (Wild Rivers initiative - the Aoos/Vjose River)  

• Waterwiki.net, UNDP 

• National representative in EU Working Groups in supporting the implementation of 
the Water Framework Directive 2000/60, Topics: “Status classification of surface 
water bodies and protocol for the establishment reference conditions", "Pilot studies 
in River Basins”. 

• EU Working Groups in supporting the implementation of the Water Framework 
Directive 2000/60, Topics: "Development of an Intercalibration Protocol", "Best River 
Basin Management Practices” 

• CIS Working Group on Ecological Flows 

• Alternate Member of Greek Focal Point (HCMR) in the Expert Working Group 
Monitoring and Information Exchange for the Drin Core Group 

• “Scientists Warning” Foundation 

• International Scientific Advisory Board of "Sustainable Samothraki" Association 

 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH 

• Presentation and geomythological interpretation of ancient Greek myths in the frame 
of an interactive temporary exhibition [INNOVEXPO project, National Strategic 
Reference Framework, (NSRF)]. 

• Monitoring and assessment of the ecological status of Greek rivers, coastal and 
transitional waters in accordance with Article 8 of WFD 2000/60/EU for the period 
2018-2023 (European Regional Development Fund and NSRF). 

• Multi-actor collaboration of business entrepreneurs, administrations, stakeholders, 
and natural and social science experts to foster rural and coastal development and 
environmental preservation (COASTAL, HORIZON 2020).  

• Development of a preliminary Water Management Plan of Samothraki Island (BOKU, 
Vienna) 



• Application of stable isotopes (δ18O and δ2H) for the estimation of the contribution of 
vapour condensation process to surface flow in a mountainous island with frequent 
fog coverage (HCMR internal project).  

 
 
FUTURE RESEARCH INTERESTS 

• Estimation of atmospheric contribution (rain and fog) to riverine nutrient levels in 
nearly pristine Mediterranean mountain areas. 

• Application of N-isotopes to track natural and anthropogenic sources of nitrogen in 
inland waters. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

Monographs 

1. Skoulikidis N. (1982). Distribution of heavy metals in springs, thermal springs, sea water and the 
recent underwater sediments of the Maliakos Gulf/Greece. Diploma thesis (in Greek and 
German), 89 p. 

2. Skoulikidis N. (1990). Biogeochemistry of major Greek rivers. PhD Thesis University of 
Hamburg, 313 pp. (in German). 

3. Skoulikidis N. (1994). Environmental Impact Assessment Methodology in Former Military areas 
– Case study the former airport base of Hellinikon, Greece, Network Demilitarized, 78 pp + 6 
maps. 

 

Books - Book Chapters 

1. Skoulikidis N. (1997). The environmental state of Greek Rivers. In: Prefecture of Aetoloakarnania 
and Ministry of Environment Physical Planning & Public Works (eds.) Sustainable Development 
and Environmental Education, Messolonghi, 58-99. 

2. Skoulikidis N. (2004). The environmental state of Greek Rivers. In: Prefecture of Aetoloakarnania 
and Ministry of Environment Physical Planning & Public Works (eds.) Sustainable Development 
and Environmental Education, 2nd edition, http://www.ekke.gr/estia/gr_pages/gr_index.htm. 

3. Nikolaidis N., O. Tzoraki, N. Skoulikidis, Y. Amaxidis (2006). SW Greece – Krathis. In J. 
Froebrich, M. Bauer (eds.) Critical Issues in the Water Quality Dynamics of Temporary Rivers. 
Evaluation and Recommendations from the tempQsim project, Hannover, Germany, May 2006, 
40-45. 

4. Skoulikidis N., H. Kaberi, D. Sakellariou (2008). Patterns, origin and possible effects of sediment 
pollution in a Mediterranean lake. In K.M. Wantzen, K-O. Rothhaupt, M. Moertl, M. Cantonati, 
L.G. Toth, P. Fischer (eds.) Ecological Effects of Water-Level Fluctuations in Lakes, Developments 
in Hydrobiology 204, Springer, 71-83.  

5. Skoulikidis N., A. Economou, K. Gritzalis, S. Zogaris (2009). Rivers of the Balkans. In K. Tockner, 
U. Uehlinger, Christopher C.T. Robinson (eds.) Rivers of Europe, Academic Press, Elsevier, 421-
466. 

6. Skoulikidis N. (2009). The water in surficial aquifers. In E. Efthimiopoulos, M. Modinos (eds.) 
The Eco-nomy of Water, Scientific Institute for Environmental Research (DIPE), Greek Letters, 
115-133. 

7. Durand P., Breuer L. Johnes P.J. (lead authors), Billen G., Butturini A., Pinay G., Van Grinsven H., 
Garnier J., Rivett M., Reay D., Curtis C., Siemens J., Maberly S., Kaste O., Humborg C., Loeb R., de 
Klein J., Hejzlar J., Skoulikidis N., Kortelainen P., Lepisto A., Wright R (2011). Nitrogen turnover 
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processes and effects in aquatic ecosystems. In M.A. Sutton, C.M. Howard, J.W. Erisman, G. 
Billen, A. Bleeker, P. Grennfelt, H. van Grinsven, B. Grizzetti (eds.) The European Nitrogen 
Assessment: Summary for Policy Makers, Cambridge. 

8. Skoulikidis N., E. Dimitriou, I. Karaouzas (eds.) (2018). The Rivers of Greece. Springer, Series: 
The Handbook of Environmental Chemistry. 

9. Skoulikidis N. (2018). The State and Origin of River Water Composition in Greece. In: N. 
Skoulikidis, E. Dimitriou, I. Karaouzas (eds.) The Rivers of Greece. Springer, Series: The 
Handbook of Environmental Chemistry, 97-128. 

10. Karaouzas I., C. Theodoropoulos, L. Vardakas, S. Zogaris, N. Skoulikidis (2018). The Evrotas 
River Basin: 10 Years of Ecological Monitoring. In: N. Skoulikidis, E. Dimitriou, I. Karaouzas 
(eds.) The Rivers of Greece. Springer, Series: The Handbook of Environmental Chemistry, 279-
326. 

11. Zogaris S., N. Skoulikidis, E. Dimitriou (2018). River and Wetland Restoration in Greece: Lessons 
from Biodiversity Conservation Initiatives. In: N. Skoulikidis, E. Dimitriou, I. Karaouzas (eds.) 
The Rivers of Greece. Springer, Series: The Handbook of Environmental Chemistry, 403-430. 

12. Skoulikidis N., S. Zogaris, Y. Karaouzas (2021). Rivers of the Balkans. In K. Tockner, C. Zarfl, 
C.T. Robinson (eds.) Rivers of Europe, Elsevier, 2nd edition, 593-653. 

13. Skoulikidis N. (2021). Mountainous areas and river systems. In E. Dimitriou & C. Papadaki (eds.) 
Environmental Water Requirements in Mountainous Areas, Elsevier, 1-50. 

14. Theodoropoulos C., R. Muñoz-Mas, P. Vezza, N. Skoulikidis (2021). Environmental flows as a 
component of Integrated Water Resources Management: Historical-political developments and 
the long way to successful implementation. In E. Dimitriou & C. Papadaki (eds.) Environmental 
Water Requirements in mountainous areas. Elsevier, 99-153. 

15. Skoulikidis N., A. Mentzafou (2021). River inputs in the Aegean coastal system. In A. 
Anagnostou, A. Kostianoy, I. Mariolakos, P. Panayotidis M. Soilemezidou, G. Tsaltas (eds.) The 
Aegean Sea Environment, Handbook of Environmental Chemistry, DOI: 10.1007/698_2020_732. 

 

Publications in international peer reviewed journals  
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Skoulikidis, M-G. Tournoud (2008). Investigating hydrological regimes and processes in a set of 
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• Over 165 presentations in peer-reviewed international and national conference 
proceedings. 

• Over 200 presentations in conferences, workshops, meetings, etc. 

 
 
RESEARCH PROJECTS 

• Participation in 37 international research projects, in 14 of which as scientific 
coordinator and project manager and in 19 as task leader.  

• Participation in 33 national research projects, in 9 of which as scientific coordinator 
and project manager. 
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Master courses 

• Teaching of the course "Water Resources Management" at the University of Western 
Attika (2020 – up to day). 

• Lecturer on “River hydrogeochemistry – A holistic approach” at the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, 2017-2019. 
 

Seminars 

Seminar teaching on environmental, ecological, management and conservation issues of 
aquatic ecosystems, both in Greece and abroad, among them for the National Center οf 
Public Administration, Global Water Partnership – Mediterranean, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, National Centre for Scientific Research “Demokritos”, 
Interdisciplinary Institute for Environmental Research, Regional Authorities, Municipalities 
and schools.  
 

Summer Universities 
Organization and participation to a series of Summer Universities on “Aquatic and Social 
Ecology”, in collaboration between IMBRIW, HCMR and the Institute of Social Ecology, 
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU), Vienna, Samothraki Island 2016 
– up to day (interrupted by the pandemic in 2020-21).  
 

Supervision 

• 4 BS Theses 

• 7 Master Theses 

• 7 PhD Theses 
 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
Consulting services 

• Consulting the Ministries of Environment and Development on issues relating to the 
implementation of the WFD 2000/60/EC focusing on “ecological status” and 
“integrated river basin management”. 

• Consulting Local Authorities (Regions and Municipalities) on environmental issues. 

 
Journal editor 

• Member of the editorial board of Water Journal since 2019 – Guest editor of the 
Special Issue: “The WFD 20 Years After—Ecological Status Assessment and 
Restoration of Aquatic Ecosystems”.  

• Member of the editorial board of Research in Ecology Journal, Bilingual Publishing 
CO since 2019. 

 
Journal reviewer 

Reviewer for the following Journals: Aquatic Sciences, Archives of Environmental 
Contamination & Toxicology, Catena, Environmental Engineering & Management, 
Environmental Management, Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, Environmental 
Pollution, Environmental Processes, Environmental Sciences Europe, International 
Journal of Environmental Resources & Public Health, Fresenius Environmental Bulletin, 



Journal of Environmental Management & Assessment, Journal of Hydrology, Journal of 
King Saud University, Journal of Natural History, Progress in Oceanography, 
Mediterranean Marine Science, Science of the Total Environment, The Arabian Journal for 
Science & Engineering, Water, Water Resources Management. 

Activities with a socio-political impact  
• Inspirator of an informal committee for the official position of HCMR on 

environmental problems arising from unsustainable regulations of environmental 
laws and development activities. 

• Support “pristine” mountain areas: Research and actions related to opposing the 
installation of windfarms on mountainous ridges of Samothraki Island protected 
under the NATURA framework with a positive outcome. 

• Support free flowing rivers: Wild Rivers initiative for the Aoos/Vjose River 

 
 
AWARDS 

• ECOCITY 2011 Award for “Scientific Research”  

• LIFE EnviFriendly project: awarded as one of the five best 2009 LIFE projects 

 


