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PERSONAL INFORMATION Archontia Chatzispyrou 

  46.7 km of Athens – Sounio Ave., Anavyssos, 19013, Greece 

   (+30) 22910 76520 

  a.chatzispyrou@hcmr.gr 

Date of birth 1977 | Nationality Greek 

 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

 
03/2017–Present PhD student 

School of Science, Department of Biology, University of Patras, Rio,Greece 

PhD thesis: “Investigating the biology and the ecology of the Family Batoidae in the Ionian 
Sea” 

Supervisors: Prof. C. Koutsikopoulos, Dr. E. Tzanatos, Dr. A. Anastasopoulou 

 
                          09/2002-07/2005 MSc in Biological Oceanography  

School of Biology, Department of Zoology- Marine biology, National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens 

MSc thesis: "Reproductive biology and feeding habits of the spiny dogfish, Squalus acanthias, in 
the Eastern Mediterranean Sea". 

Supervisor: Prof. P. Megalofonou 

 
                               09/1996-06/2000 BSc in Marine Biology 

School of Biological Sciences, Department of Zoology, Aberdeen University, Scotland, U.K. 

BSc Thesis: "The ultrastructure of the integumental organs of Lepeophtheirus salmonis 
(Copepoda: Caligidae), in relation to sex pheromone release". 

Supervisor: Prof. J. Mordue 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

09/2013–Present Research Assistant 

Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, Argyroupoli, Athens (Greece) 

Institute of Marine Biological Resources and Inland Waters 

"National Fisheries Data Collection Program (EPSAD)". 

▪ Identifying the maturity stages of the commercial species (fish, crustacean, elasmobranch) 

▪ Ageing techniques for evaluating the age in commercial fish 

▪ data entry and analysis 

▪ preparing reports and participating in meetings 
 

08/2014-Present Research Assistant 

Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, Argyroupoli, Athens (Greece) 

"MEDITS program" 

▪ Biological sampling with experimental bottom-trawl in Saronikos gulf and the Ionian Sea 

 
11/2004–02/2008 Marine biologist 

Mom/Hellenic Organization for the Study and the Protection of the monk seals, 
Athens and Alonissos (Greece) 

Rescue and Rehabilitation 

▪ rescuing wounded or sick monk seals 

▪ rehabilitating assistant in the Rehabilitation Centre of monk seals, in Alonissos 
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▪ carrying out necropsies on stranded seals 

▪ participating in meetings and Conferences on marine mammals 

▪ prepare reports and proposals for funding 

▪ participated in Environmental Education in schools of the Greek islands 

 
08/2005–06/2006 Research Assistant 

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (Greece) 

Department of Zoology- Marine biology 

"PYTHAGORAS II: monitoring the effect of fisheries and pollution in Chondrichtyan fish of the 
coastal areas of the eastern Mediterranean Sea" 

▪ Collection of samples from fish markets  

▪ Preparation and participation on the laboratory work (dissections and collection 

of samples from dogfish) 

▪ Collecting samples for heavy metal analysis 
 

       2005–2009 Research Assistant 

MOm, Hellenic Society for the Study and Protection of the Mediterranean Monk 
Seal, Athens (Greece) 

The MOFI project “Monk seal and Fisheries: Mitigating the conflict in Greek Seas”. LIFE- 
Nature 2005. 

▪ Collecting data on stranded seals 

▪ Reporting the causes of death of the monk seals in the Greek waters 

 

07/2004–07/2005 Research Assistant 

MOm, Hellenic Society for the Study and Protection of the Mediterranean Monk 
Seal, Athens (Greece) 

MICRO II project: “The Meditteranean Monk seal: Confronting emergencies in the Eastern 
Mediterranean through exchange of know-how and network building”. Greece- Turkey co-
operation. 

▪ Exchanging experience with the Turkish group working on monk seals of the Aegean Sea. 

 
      2002–2003 Research Assistant 

National and Kapodistrian University, Athens (Greece) 

Department of Zoology- Marine biology 

ELKE project "Fisheries biology of the large pelagic fish of the Greek Seas” 

▪ Collecting biological data on large pelagic fish. 

 
PERSONAL SKILLS 

 
Mother tongue(s) Greek 

 
 

Foreign language(s) 

 

 
English C2 C2 C2 C2 C2  

 
Spanish A1 B1 A2 A2 A2 
 
French A2 B1 A2 A2 B1 

 
 

 

 

Levels: A1 and A2: Basic user - B1 and B2: Independent user - C1 and C2: Proficient user 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 

 

                       Organisational skills ▪ Organized a European workshop entitled "Ensuring the survival of the monk seal pups in 
Greece", July 2015, Athens, Greece. 

UNDERSTANDING SPEAKING WRITING 

Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production  

 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/resources/european-language-levels-cefr
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▪ Traininig on the Rescue and Rehabilitation of Marine Mammals, Marine Mammal Centre, San 
Fransisco, California, May 2006. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Seminars ▪ Attended the 3rd Circle of Seminars Network THALATTA, Marine Bioacoustics, Athens, May 
2004. 

▪ Attended the 7th Annual Congress of MIO-ECSDE (Mediterranean Information Office for 

Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development). Athens, November 2002. 

 

Volunteer Experience ▪ 1 - 30September 2000: volunteering Program on the Cetacean of the Canary Islands, Proyecto 
Ambiental, Tenerife, Spain. 

▪ August 2004-September 2004: Summer Volunteering Program, Pelagos Institute, Greece 

Monitoring populations of dolphins and sperm whales of the Ionian Sea. 

 
    Reviews Reviewer in the International Journal “Thalassas” (Journal of Marine Sciences) - 2019 

 Reviewer in the International Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research - 2020 

 Reviewer in the International Biodiversitas: Journal of Biological Diversity– 2020. 
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