Sarantaporos Science Week

Shedding light on Aoos’ last unexplored river sections

The Sarantaporos Science Week took place on the riverbanks of the Sarantaporos River in Greece, from
the 28w of June to the 5t of July 2024. This one-week research event was dedicated to highlighting the
environmental value and biodiversity of the Sarantaporos River, as well as strengthening efforts for its
conservation.

Sarantaporos is one of the main tributaries of Aoos/Vjosa, which in turn, is one of the last and longest
free-flowing rivers of Europe, running wild for 272 km through Greece and Albania. Albania has recently
declared the Vjosa to become the world’s first Wild River National Park. However, to safeguard the free
flow and the high ecological status of the entire course of the River, its tributaries must not be overlooked.
To recognize the value of the entire river network and realize the unique chance of its protection, the
assistance of the scientific community is needed.

The Sarantaporos River is also one of the least studied parts of the entire Aoos/Vjosa river network. Its
ecological significance is reflected in the recent designation of its watershed as a Protected Landscape
and Protected Natural Formation adjacent to the Pindos National Park (November 27, 2023; Hellenic
Ministry of Environment and Energy). However, the river's protection is far from ensured given a total of
26 planned hydropower projects. Here, we step in, to highlight the river’s value and make sure that the
unique river landscape is recognized and put under protection without compromises.

Our action is a coordinated voluntary effort to fill the knowledge gaps in the Sarantaporos’ ecosystem by
documenting all forms of river-associated biodiversity, studying its natural riverine processes and the
effects of ongoing pressures and threats. To achieve this, a multidisciplinary group of almost 100 Greek
and International scientists joined forces to carry out extensive field research. An experienced team of
scientists will coordinate the group to produce a relevant multidisciplinary scientific report, which will
describe the riverscape’s unique value and thereby make a case about the potential impacts of
hydropower development or water abstraction.

The Sarantaporos Science Week was organized by MedINA in cooperation with EuroNatur, RiverWatch

and EcoAlbania, under the guidance of experienced scientists, within the Save the Blue Heart of Europe

campaign. It follows the model of previous Science Weeks (e.g. Neretva SW) and engages a
multidisciplinary group of international scientists. It is implemented in the framework of various projects
such as "Ri-Connect: Aoos River as a transboundary ecological corridor", "Aoos Vjosa - wild and free -
towards Europe's first transboundary wild river national park" & ESPID4VJOSA, and funded by PONT, the
Holdfast Collective, Austrian Development Agency and Manfred-Hermsen-Stiftung.
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Sarantaporos Science Week
AvakoaAUTtovtag Ta teAevtala avegepelivnTa TUALOTO TOU OTAUOU AwWou

H Erotnpovikn EBSoudda (Science Week) mpaypatomnotiBnke otov motapd Zapavianopo, To Sltaotnua
28 louviou - 5 louAiou 2024. H §pdon auth, ATtav adlepwpévn otnv avadelén tng meptBaliovtikng atiag
KoL TNG PBLOTMOLKIAOTNTOG TOU Zapavidmopou, Kabwg Kol oTtnv evioyuon Twv MPOoomabsiwwv yla Thv
npootacia kot Slatpnor tou.

O Zapavtamopog eival évag amd Toug KUPLOUC Ttoparotapoug tou Awou/Vjosa, €vog amod Toug
teAevutaioug Kal PeyaAUTEPOUG OTAUOUCG eAeVBepNG pong TG Eupwnng, Sdlacyiloviag aveumodiotog
EMGda kat AABavia yia 272 XIAOUETpa. H YELTOVIKA KOG XWwpa avaknpuée mpoodata Tov motapo Vjosa
w¢ To MpwTo EBVIKS Mapko Ayplou Motapol otov KOopo. Qotoco, yia va StadulayxBel n eAelBepn pon
Tou Kot N uPnAn OWKOAOYLKN KATAoTaon OAOKANPNG TNG AEKAVNG QIOPPONG TOU, OEV TPEMEL va
TaPABAEMOUE TOUC MAPATIOTAUOUC TOU. H avayvwplon tng aflog oAOKANPOU TOU MOTALOU SIKTUOU Kol
N ouveldnTomoinon TNG avaykaldTNTOG Yo TNV TPOoTACia TOU, AMALTEL TN CUVSPOUN TNG ETLOTNOVLKHG
KOLVOTNTAC.

O Zapavtamopog anoteAel Eva amo Ta eAAXLOTA UEAETNUEVA TUAUOTA TOU TOTAULOU GUGTHATOG TOU
Awou/Vjosa, evw n oLlkoAoyikr Tou afia avtikotontpiletal otov MPoadaTo XOPAKTNPLOUO TNE AEKAVNC
amopponG tou amd to Ymoupyeio MeptBdariovtog kot Evépyelag, w¢ Mpootateuduevo Tomio Kal
Mpootateudpuevog  Quolkog  Iynuatiopdc. Qotoco, n mpootocia tou elval kabes dMo mapd
e€aopaliopévn, dedopévwy Twv oxedlwy yla TNV EYKATACTOCN CGUVOALKA 26 UIKPWV USPONAEKTPLKWY
£PYWV €VTOC TNC AekAvVNG Tou. H mapéupaon pog Atav avaykaia, yla va avadeifou e tnv a&ia Tou Kat va
Slaodalicoupe OtL TO povadikod autd tormio Ba teBel uTO AR PN TtpooTtacia xwpig cupuPLBacuoUcG.

H 8pdon pag Atav pLa cuvtoviopévn eBehovtikn mpoondBela wote va KaAUPOoUE Ta KEVA yVwong Tou
OLKOGUGOTAHATOC TOU ZOpOvTOmOpoU, KATaypAadpovtas OAEC TIC HOPDEC BLOMOLKIAOTNTAG, LEAETWVTAG
dUOLKEG SLlepYAOLEC KAL ETUTTWOELG TWV CUVEXL{OUEVWV TILECEWV Kal OMeAWV. Mo va emiteuyBel auto, pLa
Slemotnuovik opdda 100 EAMAVwV Kal Eupwraiwv €peuvnTwv/Tplwy £VWoe TIG SUVAUELS TNG
T(POYLOTOTIOLWVTOG EKTETAEVN £peuva Tediou. Emopevo PBrApa, eival n ovvtagn SLEMOTNUOVIKAG
£€kBeong, UTIO TO CUVTOVIOUO EUMELPWY EMLOTNUOVWY, N omoia Ba meplypddel tn povadiky afla tou
TMOTAULOU OLKOCUOTHUOTOG Kal Bo avadépstal ot mbaveég EMUMTWOEL amd TNV OVAmTuén
USPONAEKTPLKWV Kal AANwV £pywv ubdpoAnyiac.

H Emwotnuoviky ERSopdada SlopyovwBnke amd to MedINA oe ocuvepyooia pe to EuroNatur, to
RiverWatch,to EcoAlbania kat to EAKEOE, oto mAaiolo tng ekotpateiag Save the Blue Heart of Europe.
AkoloUBnos to mapdadelypa mponyoupevwyv Science Weeks (m.x. Neretva SW) kat evemAdknoav
ETILOTHAMOVEC Ao OAn tnVv Eupwrn. YAomotnOnke oto mAaiolo épywv omwg ta "Ri-Connect: Aoos River as
a transboundary ecological corridor”, “Aoos Vjosa - wild and free - towards Europe's first transboundary
wild river national park" kot ESPID4VJOSA, kat xpnuotodotrBnke amnd to PONT, to Holdfast Collective, tnv
Austrian Development Agency kat to Manfred-Hermsen-Stiftung.
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